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Rock Legend John Oates Is a True
(zearhead, and His Porsche Special Is a
Combination of the 356’s Greatest Hits

STORY BY CHRIS BREWER
PHOTOGRAPHY AS CREDITED
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ATES’'S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL  FEATURE
e "y

i o e 1--'
et

nge iy
E

RAPHY CREDIT: DREW PHILLIPS

|

(

PHOTO

il @ i

CLASSIC MOTORSPORTS D3



YN JOHN OATES'S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL

orget all the
rock-and-roll
accolades—the

big hits, the
filled arenas, the
nearly 50 years
of chart-topping
success. John Oates, half of the leg-
endary rock duo Hall & Oates, has
long held a guitar in one hand and a
steering wheel in the other.

[gnited in early childhood after he
discovered a discarded cardboard box
of Road ¢ Track magazines, John's

love of automobiles and motorsports
is well documented. From pulling

the muffler oft the family Renault
Dauphine as a teenager to earning

a seat co-driving a factory-backed
Pontiac in professional IMSA GTU

competition, Johns involvement
in the hobby stretches far beyond
casual collecting.

“My passion for motorsports
goes back to my childhood grow-
ing up in Pennsylvania,” he recalls.
“Memories of attending the Reading
Road Races, Giants Despair

Hillclimb, Hathield Speedway on a
Saturday night—it all fueled the fire

for me to eventually start racing and

SALYO NHO[ ASZ.IMNOD :LIdTID AHIVIOOLOHd

establish wonderful memories and
friendships along the way.”

356’s Greatest Hits

Over the years, the musician’s fleet
has included a 1955 Chevy convert-
ible, Porsche 356 Speedster, Jaguar
XKE, Alfa Romeo Spider and 1977
Porsche 930 Turbo Carrera—one
of the first to arrive in the United
States. John currently owns a 1959

In 1977, John Oates bought
a Porsche Turbo Carrera.

He started racing soon

MGA Twin Cam as well as a more after. “l did a few rides
recent acquisition: a bespoke Rod in IMSA in a couple of
Eory- i 356 Ou kR

“When [ became aware that 2018 Bl v i‘y carfeer b
would be Porsche’s 70th anniver- crashing my Ponftisc Flero al
sary as well as my 70th birthday, Elkhart Lika”

[ wanted to do something special
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JOHN OATES: HALL OF FAMER

It's nearly impos-
sible to read the title
ot a Hall & Oates song
and not hear the tune
playing in your head.
This bestselling pop
duo of all time has

recorded 34 Billboard
Top 100 hits, six of

which went to number

one. They are Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame
inductees and have a
star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Nearly
50 years after first
joining torces, the
duo continues to tour
across the country
and around the world.

Both Daryl Hall
and John Oates have
established successtul
careers as solo artists as
well. John's latest album,
“Arkansas,” reaches
back to the roots of
American popular music
and celebrates one
ot his personal musi-

cal heroes, Mississippi

JOHN OATES'S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL FEATURE

John Hurt. His recently

released memaoir,
“Change ot Seasons,”
quickly became an
Amazon bestseller. Fa
trom slowing down,
the continually evolv-
Ing artist seems to
have hit a new stride.
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to celebrate,” says John. “I saw
some video clips on Rod Emory
Motorsports and wanted to see his
work firsthand. During one of my
tour stops in Los Angeles, I looked
up his number and called the shop.
He invited me to come by and I
was blown away by not only his
workmanship, but his warmth as
a person, his sense of history, and
genuine respect and love of the
Porsche heritage. I took a test drive
and [ was sold.”

That visit kicked off a two-year
quest to create John’s ultimate ver-
sion of the classic 356-a project Rod
describes as an exercise in restrained

customizing. “What evolved was

what I fondly began calling 356’
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FEATURE JOHN OATES'S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL

Greatest Hits,” John says, “since we
incorporated what I consider to be
some of the best design elements of
the model.”

John drove the 1960 Emory
Special Cabriolet for the first
time in September. The car took
its maiden voyage at the iconic
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca
during Porsche’s platinum birth-
day party, Rennsport Reunion VI.
While there, John also manned
Gunnar Racing’s Pink Pig-liveried
1957 Standard tractor in the first-
ever ofhcial Porsche tractor race.

That relationship with Porsche
motorsports legend and Gunnar
Racing owner Kevin Jeannette led
to another driving invitation for

Rod Emory has built many
of the country’'s coolest
outlaw Porsches, including
John Oates’s newest car. It's

based on a barn-find 1960
Porsche 356B Cabriolet
body, but the nose comes
from an earlier 356A. Then
the windshield was tilted
back just a tad.




JOHN OATES’S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL FEATURE

1960 PORSCHE 356
EMORY SPECIAL
“JOHN OATEYS”

ENGINE

« 2.4-liter Emory-Rothsport
Outlaw-4 engine

» Full-flow oil system with
remote filter and cooler

+ MSD twin-plug ignition with
custom distributor

+ Custom 211 sport muffler

« Custom headers with heater boxes

+ 200 horsepower

TRANSMISSION
« 901 aluminum case 5-speed

SUSPENSION

+ 901 independent rear suspension with
custom and narrowed trailing arms

» Koni adjustable shocks

+ Front and rear anti-roll bars

BODY
+ 1960 B Cabriolet body

with leaned-back A-style nose

» Graphite gray metallic paint

- Interchangeable custom tops: hardtop
for winter, soft top for summer

» Body-mounted driving lights

+ Hood handle delete

» Body-hugging bumpers

+ Reverse-louvered deck lid

» Through-hood fuel filler

+ 18-gallon custom Fuel Safe fuel cell

INTERIOR

 Hydes cognac leather interior

+ Speedster-style seats with
basket-weave inserts

+ 2-point competition harnesses

+ Oatmeal square-weave carpet
with rubber floor mats

- Black knobs and escutcheons

» Derrington steering wheel

» Radio delete

» Outlaw shift knob

» 904 triple gauges

» Removable roll bar

BRAKES
» Proprietary 4-wheel disc

WHEELS
+ Custom 15x6-inch billet alloy wheels

with powder-coated gloss black finish
and mirror-polished wheel hubs

TIRES
« 205/55ZR16 Pirelli P Zero Rosso

WEIGHT
+ 1850 pounds
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AV JOHN OATES’S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL

John: seat time in a similarly pink
Porsche 962 at a Gunnar Fun Dayz
event at Palm Beach International
Raceway that November.

“Spending the weekend at Palm
Beach International Raceway with
the wonderful folks at Gunnar

Racing and a lot of old friends, like
Derek Bell, Jeff Zwart and David

Donohue, was an experience I'll
never forget,” John recalls. “To be
able to drive some impeccably pre-
pared race cars after over 30 years
out of the saddle’ was thrilling, to
say the least.

“The highlights were getting
behind the wheel of the legend-
ary 962-I admit I was nervous and
impressed, he continues. “Also,
getting a chance to drive the Revs
Institutes  beautiful Le Mans-
winning Abarth Porsche was magical.
[ have to thank Rod Emory for intro-
ducing me to Kevin and Gunnar
Jeannette for this rare opportunity.”

Twin Passions

The latest chapter in John’s auto-
motive journey is only beginning.
This March, he'll work with the
Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance
to present “Cars of the Rock Stars.”
The special class will pair guitars
with classic vehicles connected to
famous musicians. John will curate
the exhibit, which will draw partly
on his personal collection.

This marriage of musical and
motoring instruments was a natural
idea for someone with John’s lifelong

As the story goes, insurance

passions. “Both the machine and the reasons prohibit John from
instrument are paragons of inspired racing cars these days.
and purposeful design,” he notes. 50, at this fall's Porsche

Rennsport Reunion VI,

“Both tell their unique storv histori-
1 4 he participated in the

cally and culturally. Both have their B
roots in the late 19th century, evolv- Racing prepped his tractor,
ing and continuing to fascinate and adopting the infamous Pink
excite through the 20th and now Pig color scheme.

into the 21st centuries.”
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JOHN OATES'S PORSCHE 356 OUTLAW SPECIAL FEATURE

John Oates will be avail-
able during select times at

Sunday’s concours event tor
photos and autographs.

March 10

The Amelia Island
Concours d’Elegance

The Golf Club of Amelia Island

and The Ritz-Carlton

Amelia Island, Florida
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